Breeding Pointers for Mare Owners and Frozen Semen 
Every breeder should set himself a target as to what he wants to breed and why! First of all list your aims and objectives in breeding a foal. What do you plan to do with it? Are you going to show it or do you want to compete in show jumping or dressage? Will it be a riding horse doing local shows and competitions or do you aspire to the heady heights of international competition? It is up to you to set the standard by which you judge both your mare and the stallion. 

The next thing you need to do is to take a good long look at your mare. It is very difficult to be objective about your own horse but you need to have an idea of the bad points which you would like to try and improve upon in any off-spring. You also need to know what good points you wish to enhance! Sit down with a piece of paper and write a list; good points and bad points. Ask other people for their opinions but do be prepared for criticism! 

Breeding a foal is not cheap and you should decide upon your budget. How much have you got to spend on the stud fee; what are the keep costs likely to be; what other costs are likely to be incurred such as vet’s bills, transportation costs and so on. 

Having decided upon your aims and objectives the next thing to do is to decide upon a stallion. Look in equine publications where the adverts will give you an opportunity to see what the stallion looks like. Make a list of the stallions you like and which you feel will meet your criteria. Armed with this contact the studs and ask for details of stud fees and keep costs. Once you have the information, make a short list of stallions and contact the studs and ask to see the stallions; at the end of the day this is the best way of judging the stallion. Only by looking at him can you assess his movement and temperament. Ask to see any progeny, as this will give you an idea of whether he stamps his offspring as being of a certain type. Ask about the stallion's fertility. 

Check with the stud what testing is required prior to your mare's arrival at stud. The stud will normally ask that your mare be swabbed for CEM but they may also ask that she be tested clear of EVA. You also need to know what terms apply with regards to stud fees and pregnancy; e.g. live foal guarantee or no live foal guarantee 

In planning to send your mare away to stud visiting the stud will give you an opportunity to asses the stud facilities and to decide whether you would be happy sending your mare to them. If there are any aspects of the stud which you are not happy about raise them with the stud owners; now is the time to do this, not when your mare is already there.
